APPENDIX  II
during the last third of the nineteenth century, gradually de-
veloped among Socialist workmen ". Here the author is near
the truth. Often he is quite near it without being able to see
it. Speaking of the Boulangist movement, he says on p. 247 ;
" The first general who looked well on horseback, who preached
revenge, and who was ill-used by politicians, seemed to the
people to embody all their dreams ". He states on p. 297 that
" the fundamental error of the German Revisionists was that
they did not realise the true character and import of Im-
perialism ". And again on the same page : " Popular Marxism
had lost all its revolutionary fire and all its practical political
principles and qualities. But it afforded the Socialist workman
a certain pride, a consolation, and a hope for the future almost
reminiscent of a religious movement." Or on p. 327 : " After
the Great War the popular wing of the Imperialists entered
upon a systematic propaganda among the masses, reviling the
principles of Democracy, and vied witli the Communists in
praising Dictatorship ". In several other passages the author
thus lays stress on the importance of ideology without ever
drawing the necessary deduction from his own insight, though
he goes as far as to say on p. 379 : " Liberal Democracy was first
manoeuvred out of all its positions by ideological methods and
was then trodden down by its ruthless opponents ".
Not a few misleading statements are due to the author's
preference for abstract expressions, for " isms " and " ologies ",
instead of setting men and events before us. He says himself
on p. 339 that such abstract formulations are not of much use,
and that only the exact investigation of isolated phenomena
and events can further our political and historical understand-
ing, yet in his own exposition he seldom goes beyond mere
generalisations.
Once, however, he mentions a decisive fact, in describing
how the defeat of the Commune was made possible by Bis-
marck's setting free the French divisions in German captivity
and putting them at the disposal of the French Government.
The author would probably explain that Bismarck acted in the
interest, and as an exponent of, his class. Yet another less
resolute and daring statesman would never, in spite of all class
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